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Taze Vayayanti is 8 well known, highly esteemed, and often
quoted but hitherto unpublished Sanskrit Vocabulary. Copies
of the whole text are extremely rare. This circumstance
may be explained by the fact, that only one part of the
dietionary became really popular and was largely used by
commentators and other pandits. The Vaijayanti is in fact
divided into two large sections; the former, which treats
about synonyms, I have called Parydyablidga, and the latter
Nandrthabhiga, as it containg the homonyms. Of these two,
the latter portion is commonly used, and the majority of
MSS. contain that only.

The Paryayabhiga is arranged in five chapters or
kandas, namely, the Svarga, Antariksa, Bhiimi, Pdtdla, and
Samanya kandas, while only three chapters, the Deyaksara,
Tryaksara, and Ssa kindas, are found in the Nanartha-
bhaga. The Vaijayanti contains therefore altogether eight
kandas.

Another distinguishing feature of the Vaijayanti is that
it containg the most important words of the sacred as well
as of the secular literature. This accumulation of Vaidika
and Laukika expressions accounts for its greater bulk, and
indeed the Vaijayanti exceeds, as far as I know, all the
other classical Sanskrit dictionaries in length.

The name of the author is Yddavaprakasa. He has been
ident#i}d with the celebrated preceptor of the still more
renowned Vaisnava reformer Bhagavad Rimanujdcdrya. As
the birth-place of Yadavaprakida is mentioned the village
Tirupputkuli or Grddhrasaras near Kaficipuram or Conji-
varam. He was originally a staunch adherent of the Advaita
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dootrine of Sankardcirya, and is said to have composed the
so-called Yadavabhdsya, a commentary on the Brahmasitra,
which, together with the Sankarabhasya, he taught his
pupils. In course of time differences arose between the
Guru and the Sisya, who passionately discussed their con-
flicting religious principles. As standing evidence of this
controversy there can be seen even now a stone pillar in
the Vijayaraghavasv@ms temple at Tirupputkuli on which are
soulptured the figures of the two hermits, Yadavaprakasa
holding in his hand the &kadanda or one single rod as an
emblem of the Advaitasannyasin, while Bhagavad Rama-
nujacarya carries the #ridanda or three rods, as an indication
of his being a Visistadvaita sannyasin.

Eventually, however, Yadavaprakasa changed his views
and became an adherent of the principles advocated by his
former pupil, and in proof of this fact may be quoted a
picture on the walls of the Varadardjasvami temple in
Kaficipuram, which represents Yadavaprakasa surrounded
by his pupils, among whom Bhagavad Ramanujacirya is
conspicuous.

The Yatidharmasamuccaya, a work greatly esteemed by
pious Vaisnavas, is also ascribed to him, as well as the
Chandsvicitibhdsya, a commentary on the Pingala chandas.

Yadavaprakada lived about 900 years ago: he spent the
vest of his life in Kaficlpuram, and died there as a Vaisna-
vasannyasin,

I have used eleven MSS. (4,B,C,D, E, F, G, H, I, K
and L) for this edition of the Vaijayanti.

4 is the only MS. which contains all the eight kandas
complete. It is written in Malayalam characters and belongs
to the library of H.H. the Ciria Anujan Raja of Patifi-
fiare Kovilakam near Calicut, as quoted in the first volume
of my Lists of Sunskrit Manuscripts in Private Libraries of
Southern India. 1 obtained it through the assistance of
Mr. 'W. Logan, late Collector of Malabar,
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B is also written in Malayalam characters. It is however
incomplete, as it contains only four kandas, the fourth being
even defective towards the end. It belongs to the library
of H.H. the Maharaja of Travancore, and was kindly con-
fided to my care by the late Maharaja Rama Varma.

C is a MS. in Grantha characters and was obtained
from M.R.Ry. 8. Venkatavaradatitacarya of Kafieipuram.
It is in a very imperfect state, is full of mistakes in spelling,
and does not contain the last portion of the fourth and
the whole of the fifth kanda.

All the other MSS., D to L, do not possess the begin-
ning but only the three last chapters, i.e., the Nanartha-
bhaga ; some in a complete, others in a more or less imperfect
form. Seven of these MSS. are written in Grantha, and one
in Malayalam characters.

I have not been able to procure a commentary of the Vai-
jayanti, and had, moreover, in many places to rely alone on
one MS., the one I mentioned first. It was often difficult to
ascertain with sufficient acouracy the meaning of the words
and their reading was not seldom doubtful, for the MSS. are .
in many places illegible-and there exists a great resemblance
between different letters of the Malayalam characters. It
is therefore possible that mistakes have to my regret occa-
sionally crept into the text.

The text of the Vaijayanti is followed by the Varie
lectiones, after thi§ comes the Vocabulary with some Appen-
dices containing readings contained in other Nighantus,
Corrigenda and Addenda.

I trust that this attempt at an edition of the Vaijayanti
will be receiveds=vith consideration, especially as in a life full
of official duties I can only devote my leisure hours to literary
pursuits, and it is not always easy to preserve one’s energy
in 50 trying a climate like that of Madxras.
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I cannot conclude this preface without acknowledging
the great help and valuable advice I have received from
four learned pandits, M.R.Ry. V. Tatadssikatatacarya,
MR.Ry. T. N. Narasimhacarys, M.R.Ry. 8. Vaidyanatha
Sastri and M.R.Ry. N. Rangacarya. Of these scholars, I
am, however, specially indebted to the invaluable services
rendered to me by M.R.Ry. T. N. Narasinhicdrya, who
throughout has displayed a great interest in this publication
of the Vaijayant.

Mavras, GUSTAV OPPERT.
13th March 1893,

SCHEME OF TRANSLITERATION.

k, kb, g, gh, n, b, b, a, &. -
¢ ch, j, jh, #,8, 7, 1, 1, 6 & ai.

t, thy 4, dhyn, 5,1, 1, T

t, th, d, dk, m, 8, L L 1.

P, ph, b, bh, m,h,v, u, 8, o, 6, au. Anusvara x.

R,1, 1, are peculiar to the Dravidian languages.
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